
WATERBEACH PARISH COUNCIL 

 

Replacing the New Holland tractor 

Under Council resolution19/140b it was agreed to commit up to £22,000 on a new tractor to replace the New Holland. The Senior Groundsman has since 

been researching options and is report is on the agenda. 

Just to give you a bit of background, the New Holland as purchase in 2012 and has done over 1,320 hours in that time.  In the last two financial years call 

outs, services and repairs have totalled over £2,250. Following recent starter motor/lever problems Pecks were asked to look at it and provide a quote for 

required repairs. The repair quote has come in at over £2,500.  Ideally we would prefer to get a new tractor soonest so that we can avoid having to pay this 

money out.   

The Senior Groundsman has recommended the John Deere model. To supplement his report I asked around among Clerks and had have prepared a table 

below focussing on their responses and also the ‘soft’ elements of a purchase, the warranty period, servicing etc. I had no bad reports about John Deere, 

with machine reliability and operator comfort being two of the qualities most commented on. He has also explained that they offer a better guarantee on 

part availability than the others too, and also hold their trade-in value very well. 

It must be recognised that the John Deere option, while meeting most of the needs, has implications in terms of the cemetery management. The tight 

nature of the layout of gravestones means that larger machines cannot be used. The Kubota, while smaller, does not provide a sufficient degree of operator 

comfort for the nature of the cemetery grass cutting. (At the time of writing we are also still trying to get hold of the hand/arm vibration figures for the 

Kubota to ensure they are within acceptable limits).  In both cases a separate ride-on mower is also proposed and we are exploring a couple of different 

options for this. If we do not have all the information by the time of the meeting we can report back next time. As such a mower would be used in the 

playpark too,  a proportion of  its funding could come from S106 coffers.   

The table will be redacted on the published version of this paper owing to its commercial nature.  
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